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After February 24, 2022, the lives of Ukraine and all Ukrainians changed.
Every day, our cities and villages are bombed. People are losing their homes and
are forced to move to other areas. Children cannot study properly due to the
constant danger. Every day, the war claims dozens and hundreds of lives. There is
no explanation for this absurdity. Nevertheless, Ukrainians have the strength to
resist the invasion. They bravely defend their country on the battlefield and in the
rear. However, it is not only the physical survival of Ukrainians that is important,
but also their mental survival. We all want to remain a nation with its own cultural
characteristics and unique path of development.

Ukrainian art has a special value in wartime. It helps people remain human,
preserve their humanity, compassion, and mercy, and at the same time feel their
national identity. That is why Ukrainian artists continue to create highly artistic
works despite the danger, in particular bookplate artists who possess rare
techniques.

We are very grateful to Mr. Masahito Sakamoto for his love of Ukrainian art
and his appreciation of the uniqueness of Ukrainian exlibris. In these difficult times,
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Mr. Masahito Sakamoto supports Ukrainian artists, deeply studies the history of
Ukrainian exlibris, and understands the value of this ancient art form for the
present day.

The lecture that Mr. Masahito Sakamoto gave to visitors to the exhibition at
the Poltava Art Museum on April 23, 2025, very moved the hearts of Ukrainians
and filled them with confidence that beauty and art will triumph over death and
war.

This brochure is another gift from Mr. Masahito Sakamoto to Ukraine and the
world, for which we are sincerely grateful to him. In this work, he reveals not only
the history of the exlibris as a genre, but also the spiritual power and craftsmanship
of Ukrainian exlibris created after February 24, 2022.

The author generously shares with us his collection of Ukrainian exlibris, his
own thoughts on them, as well as comments from artists. This publication testifies
to the strong friendship between Ukraine and Japan and the irresistible desire of all
civilized people of the world for peace and beauty.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Masahito Sakamoto for his
support of Ukrainian art and artists who find the strength to create for the sake of
our beloved Ukraine and its future.
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MucTeurso 3apaau KUTTH

[Ticns 24 mrororo 2022 poky >KUTTS YKpaiHU 1 BCiX yKpaiHIIB 3MIHUJIOCS.
[omust wami micta 1 cema 60oMOmsaTh. Jlrogm BTpadarOTh CBOI OYJIWHKH, BOHH
3MYILIEH] NePEeHKIKAaTH Ha 1HII TepuTopli. J[iTM HE MOXKYTh MOBHOI[IHHO BUUTHUCS
yepe3 MocTiiiHy HeOe3neky. BiliHa mionHs 3abupae NeCATKH W COTHI JIFOJACHKHUX
KUTTIB. L[pboMy abcypay HeMae OSACHEHH:. AJie BCE K TaKH yKpaiHIll MalOTh CHITY
YUHUTHU ONIp BTOPTHEHHIO. BOHM MyXHBO 3aXMIIAIOTh CBOIO KpaiHy Ha MoJil 0010 1
B Tiy. OIHaK BaXJIMBUM € HE TUIbKM (DI3MYHE BIDKMBAHHS YKpATHIIB, aje 1 iX
MEHTaJbHE BWIKWBAaHHI. MM BCl MparHeMoO 3aJHINIAIMCA HAIli€l0, M0 Ma€ CBOi
KYJbTYpPHI OCOOJIMBOCTI Ta HEMOBTOPHUM IUIAX PO3BUTKY.

VYkpaiHChke MHUCTENTBO y BOEHHHMM Yac Mae OCOOJMBY IIHHICTb. BoHO
JOTIOMArae JIIoJAM 3JIMIIUTUCS JIIOAbMHU, 30€perTh JIOJSHICTh, CIIBUYYTTS,
MUJIOCEpZi 1 BOJHOYAC BIAUYTH CBOIO HAIIOHAIBHY 1JIEHTUYHICTh. Tomy
YKpPAiHCbKI ~ MUTII MOPOJOBXKYIOTh CTBOPIOBAaTH  BHUCOKOXYAOXHI  POOOTH,
HE3Ba)KalOUM Ha HEOE3IEKy, 30KpeMa eKCIIOPUCUCTH, SKI BOJIOIIOTH PIIKICHUMHU
TEeXHIKaMH.

Mu nyxe nskyemo mictepy Macaxito CakaMoTO 3a T€, IO BiH JIIOOHUTH
YKpaiHCbKE MHCTELTBO 1 BiUyBa€ YHIKAJIbHICTh YKPAiHCBKHX €KCI1OpuciB. Y
ckyagHui yac mictep Macaxito CakaMOTO MIATPUMYE YKPATHCHKHUX XYJIOKHHKIB,
BiH TJIMOOKO BHMBYAE ICTOPIIO YKPATHCHKOTO €KCIiOpHca 1 po3yMi€ IIHHICTH I[bOTO
JABHBOT'O BUJly MUCTELITBA JUIsSl Cy4aCHOCTI.

Jlexmis, siky wmicrep Macaxito CakamMOTO TpOYUTAaB Ui BiJBITyBadiB
BuctaBkd B llontaBcbkomy XynokHboMy My3ei (I'ajmepest MucCTeNUTB) I1MEHI
Mukonu Spomenka 23 kBiTHS 2025 poky, 3BOpyIIMJIa 1 HAMOBHHJIA CEPIIS
YKpalHI[IB BIIEBHEHICTIO B TOMY, IIO Kpaca 1 MUCTEHTBO MEPEMOXYTh CMEPTH 1
BilHY.

s O6pourypa — 1€ e OJUH NOJapyHOK Mictepa Macaxito CakamMoTo st
VYkpainu Ta CBiTy, 3a SKHM MH HOMYy CepJAeYHO [IKyeMo. Y Il mparil BiH
pPO3KpUBaE HE JHIIE ICTOPIKO >KaHpy eKkciiOpuca, aje ¥ JIyXOBHY CHIY 1
MaMCTEPHICTh YKPATHCHKUX €KCIIOpHUCIB, CTBOpEeHUX micis 24 motoro 2022 poky.
ABTOp IEAPO IITUTHCS 3 HAMH CBOEIO KOJEKIIE€I0 YKPaiHCHKHX EKCIOpHCIB,
BJIACHUMHU JYMKaMHU HIOJI0 HHUX, a TaKOXX KOMEHTapsMH XyJ0KHHUKIB. Lle Bumanus

11



3acBiIUye MIIHY Jpyxk0y Ykpainu Ta SnoHii 1 HemepeOOpHE MparHeHHs BCIX
IIUBUTI30BaHUX JIFOJICH CBITY JJO MHUPY 1 KpPacH.

A xouy mupo moaskyBaTH Mictepy Macaxito CakaMOTO 3a MiATPUMKY
YKpalHCHKOTO MHUCTENTBA 1 XYJOKHHKAM, SIKI 3HaXOIATh y cOOl CHIIy TBOPHUTHU
3apaju Hamoi 110001 YKpainu Ta ii MaliOyTHROTO.
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